In many churches, the first Sunday in October is celebrated as the feast of St Francis, and | wa
to just talk a little about Francis of Assisi. It seems appropriate, as | understand there a numbe
pets along with their owners that await blessingistmorning. [OIl keep my comments short.

Francis is described as the most popular, but least imitated saint in Christendom.

YouOll recall that Francis is said to be was one of those rare individuals who was profoundly a
of the interrelatedness dll living things in GodOs creatioa concept that weOre just starting to
understand. In many things, Francis was way ahead of his time.

And of course the blessing of our animal companions is a traditional activity on the feast of
Francis.

And itOs usually at this time | give thanks to God for the incredible gift of coomship in all its
forms. Twofooted and fouEfooted. Mary Etta and | have always had dogs and thei
companionship has enriched our lives. For many years, we had TWO dodxne always
accompanied me to work in the parish, and often his work of reconciliation and fellowship w.
way more significant than my ownAnd of course our chickens continue to amuse us with their
anticsband we do enjoy the fresh eggs.

GodOs lowmanifests itself in many forms. Among them is the relationship between pets and th
owners.Bsometimes, allowing us to practice and have demonstrated for us unconditional lo
and care.

But you probably know all about that.

| just wanted to tell you a couple of little stories about St Francis.
The first is the famous story of a miracle attributed to St Francis:

It was Christmas Eve and as a part of telling the Christmas story in a small village, Frances and his
followers decided to put on a Christmas play to tell the story of Jesus’ birth.  Collecting scraps and
cast off clothing and filling an old manger with straw they had collected, they assembled a nativity
scene. For a baby, Jesus, they used a discarded bambino. - A doll. And the story goes, as Francis told
the story and picked up the doll, the doll became a living child.

A simple truth illustrated by the message and action of St Francis: The nativity happens where
are-- Jesus is born into our midsthenever we make room for him. And the holy is a part of all
life and we are never separated from it regardless of our circumstances or location.

And the second is just one among many....

Francis and his companions visited a nearby village, which had recently suffered damage in a storm.
Francis had told his companions that they were going to preach the Gospel. =~ They went and the
helped repair dwellings, they tended the sick, the cooked and served food and the generally helped and
supported the villagers in their recovery they worshipped with them and then they left. As they were
leaving, one of Francis’ companions said, “Master, you said we were going to preach the Gospel.
When will we do that?” Francis said, If they have not heard the gospel, this day then no amount of
preaching will do any good. O



So 10l close with another saying attributed to St Francis:

“Preach the Gospel always, at all times and in all places. If necessary, use
words.”

In Jesus, name.

Amen.



